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Volume  1.  , • Number  2. 

Bank  Tokens  of  England  and  Ireland. 


The  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  the  early  years  of  the 
nineteenth  century  saw  England  with  a scarcity  of  currency  that 
was  being  met  by  the  private  coinage  of  tokens  in  copper  and  sil- 
ver. During  the  long  wars  with  Spain,  British  warships  had  cap- 
rured  and  brought  to  England  as  treasure  a large  quantity  of  silver 
coins  of  Spain  which  were  deposited  as  bullion  with  the  Bank  of 
England.  In  1797,  Parliament  authorized  the  issuance  of  Spanish 
dollars  stamped  with  the  head  of  George  III  by  an  oval  counter- 
stamp similar  to  that  used  by  Goldsmith’s  llall  for  stamping  silver 
plate.  This  work  was  done  by  Mathew  Boulton  at  the  Soho  mint. 
In  1804  the  stamp  was  changed  for  an  octagon  one  of  somewhat 
larger  size. 

When  these  pieces  first  appeared  with  the  head  of  George  III 
on  the  neck  of  the  Spanish  king,  some  wag  was  responsible  for  a 
couplet  that  took  the  public  fancy. 

“The  Bank  to  make  their  dollars  pass, 

Stamped  the  head  of  a fool  on  the  head  of  an  ass.” 

The  pieces  were  issued  to  pass  for  four  shillings,  nine  pence 
which  gave  rise  to  the  saying,  “Two  king’s  heads  not  worth  a 
Crown.” 

Later,  in  1804,  an  arrangement  was  made  with  Mr.  Boulton  to 
stamp  the  eight-real  pieces,  or  dollars,  by  means  of  the  powerful 
Soho  machinery,  with  a device  to  cover  the  whole  piece.  The  de- 
sign was  done  by  C.  II.  Kuchler.  These  dollars  were  the  beginning  of 
a series  of  silver  tokens  issued  by  the  Bank  of  England  and  a sim- 
series  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland.  The  tokens  circulated  until  June 
1810  when  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  authorizing  a new 
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silver  coinage  and  providing  for  the  redemption  of  the  silver  to- 
kens. 

COUNTERMARKED  SPANISH  SILVER. 

The  countermark  on  the  eight-real  piece  was  authorized  by 
Parliament.  There  is  no  record  of  authority  for  the  stamp  upon 
smaller  denominations.  In  addition  to  dollars  with  countermarks 
bearing  the  head  of  the  king  there  occur  pieces  with  a variety  of 
local  countermarks  stamped  elsewhere  than  at  the  mint.  These 
pieces  are  beyond  the  scope  of  this  paper. 

Spanish  silver  bearing  the  official  countermark  is  from  the 
leigns  of  Charles  III  and  Charles  IV  of  Spain.  A large  variety  of 
dates  and  mints  is  to  be  found.  Some  of  the  mints  that  have  come 
to  the  writer’s  notice  are,  Lima.  Madrid,  Mexico  City,  Potosi,  and 
Santiago. 

1.  Eight  real  piece  with  oval  countermark. 

2.  Four  real  piece  or  half  dollar  with  oval  countermark. 

3.  Two  real  piece  or  quarter  dollar  with  oval  countermark. 

4.  One  real  piece  or  eighth  dollar  with  oval  countermark. 

5.  Eight  real  piece  or  dollar  with  octagon  countermark. 

6.  Four  real  piece  or  half  dollar  with  octagon  countermark. 

7.  Two  real  piece  or  quarter  dollar  with  octagon  countermark. 

Bank  of  England  Tokens. 


First  Issue. 

8.  Dollars  struck  over  eight  real  Spanish  pieces.  In  many  cases 
traces  show  of  the  design  of  the  original  piece.  These  also  oc- 
cur a»  proofs  in  copper  and  silver. 

O.  Laureated  head  of  king  in  armour,  right.  GEORGIUS  111 
DEI  GRATIA  REX.  C.H.K.  on  truncation. 


1). 


R.  Brittania  seated  to  left,  Iv  below,  within  an  oval  ribbon  in- 
scribed FIVE  SHILLINGS  DOLLAR;  BANK  OF  ENGLAND 
1804  around  the  outside  of  the  oval;  fortress  above. 

Similar  to  last  but  C H K without  stops. 

Second  Issue. 

In  June  Id  11  it  was  publicly  announced  that  the  Bank  of 
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England  intended  to  issue  tokens  of  5s.  6d.,  3s.  and  Is.  Gd.  The 
first  mentioned  was  never  issued  but  patterns  were  made  in  copper 
and  silver.  The  tokens  for  3s.  and  Is.  Gd.,  designed  by  Lewis  Pin- 
go,  were  issued  in  great  quantities.  Proofs  occur  in  copper  and  in 
silver  of  these  tokens. 

10.  O.  Bust  of  king  laureate,  in  armour,  left.  GEORGIUS  III 

DEI  GRATIA  REX. 

R.  Within  a wreath  of  oak  leaves,  in  four  lines,  BANK  TOK- 
EN 5S.  6D.  1811.  I P below  wreath. 

11.  O.  Like  No.  10. 

R.  Britannia  seated  to  left;  BANK  OF  ENGLAND  TOKEN 
above;  FIVE  SHILLINGS  & SIXPENCE  1811.  in  exergue. 
The  last  two  numbers,  designed  by  I.  Pingo,  are  patterns  in 
copper  and  in  silver.  Mules  occur  with  the  obverse  and  the  re- 
verse of  the  1804  dollar. 

12.  O.  Draped  bust  of  the  king  in  armour,  right.  GEORGIUS 

III  DEI  GRATIA  REX. 

R.  Within  a wreath  of  oak  leaves  and  acorns,  in  four  lines, 
BANK  TOKEN  3 SHILL.  1811. 

13.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1812. 

14.  0.  Like  No.  12. 

R.  W ithin  a wreath  of  oak  leaves  and  acorns,  in  four  lines, 
BANK  TOKEN  IS.  6D.  1811. 

15.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1812. 

Third  Issue. 

In  1812  the  Bank  decided  to  change  the  design  of  the  smaller 
tokens  and  selected  T.  Wyon  to  engrave  the  dies. 

10.  O.  Laureated  head  of  the  king,  right.  GEORGIUS  III  DEI 
GRATIA  REX. 

R.  Within  a wreath  of  oak  and  laurel  leaves,  in  four  lines, 
BANK  TOKEN  8 SHILL.  1812. 

17.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1813. 

18.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1814. 

19.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1815. 
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SO.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1816. 

21.  O.  Like.  No  16. 

R.  Within  a wreath  of  oak  leaves  and  acorns,  in  four  linear 
BANK  TOKEN  IS.  6D.  1812. 

22.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1813. 

23.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1814. 

24.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1815. 

25.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1816. 

A token  for  nine  pence  was  contemplated  but  never  issued. 
It  occurs  as  copper  and  silver  patterns. 

26.  O.  Like  No.  16. 

R.  Within  a wreath  of  oak  and  laurel  leaves,  in  four  lines, 
BANK  TOKEN  9D.  1812. 

Bank  of  Ireland  Tokens. 

First  Issue. 

In  1804  the  Bank  of  Ireland  was  authorized  to  issue  tokens. 
These  tokens  were  six  shilling  pieces  struck  over  Spanish  dollars 
by  Boulton  at  the  Soho  mint.  Like  the  English  dollar  they  were 
designed  by  Kuchler.  Copper  and  silver  proofs  occur. 

27.  O.  Laureated  bust  in  armour,  draped,  to  right.  GEORGIUS 

III  DEI  GRATIA  REX. 

R.  Hibernia  seated  to  left  holding  a palm  branch,  harp  behind 
her.  BANK  OF  IRELAND  TOKEN,  above,  1804  SIX 
SHILLINGS,  in  exergue. 

Second  Issue. 

The  Bank  of  Ireland  issued  tokens  in  small  denominations 
earlier  than  the  Bank  of  England  employing  Lewi*  Plngo  to  make 
dies  for  ten  pence  and  five  pence  tokens.  These  were  followed  by 
one  for  thirty  pence. 

28.  O.  Like  No.  27. 

R.  BANK  TOKEN  TEN  PENCE  IRISH  1805  in  six  lines. 

29.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1806. 

30.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1808. 
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31.  O.  Like  No.  27. 

R.  BANK  TOKEN  FIVE  PENCE  IRISH  1805  in  six  lines. 

32.  Similar  to  last  but  date  1808. 

33.  O.  Like  No.  27,  but  1808  below  bust. 

R.  Hibernia  seated  to  left  before  harp.  BANK  TOKEN  XXX 
PENCE  in  exergue. 

Third  Issue. 

In  1813  the  Bank  issued  anew  ten  pence  designed  by  G.  T. 
Wyon  using  the  obverse  of  the  pattern  nine  pence  of  1812.  (28) 

34.  O.  Laureated  head  of  king,  right.  GEORGIUS  III  DEI 

GRATIA  REX. 

R.  Within  a wreath  of  shamrocks,  BANK  TOKEN  10  PENCE 
IRISH  1813  in  five  lines. 

— Sidney  K.  Eastwood. 

Bibliography. 

Morrieson,  H.  W.  Centenary  of  Our  Modern  Coinage  Instituted 
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Ill’s  Reign.  Brit.  Nuinis.  Jour.  Vol.  14,  1918,  pp.  121-150. 
Phillips.  Maberly  The  Token  Money  of  the  Bank  of  England. 


Coins  of  Sarawak. 


Sarawak,  an  independent  state  in  northwestern  Borneo,  is 
unique  as  an  autonomous  oriental  country  whose  rulers  are  of 
European  blood.  In  1838  James  Brooke,  an  English  officer  who 
had  served  in  India,  set  out  for  the  East  Indies  in  his  own  ship  to 
“rescue  the  natives  from  barbarism”.  In  1840  he  was  asked  to 
assist  in  suppression  of  a revolt  against  the  Sultan  of  Brunei. 
Upon  the  termination  of  the  uprising  in  1841  he  was  given  the  ter- 
ritory of  Sarawak,  about  7,000  square  miles  (since  expanded  to 
50,000  square  miles)  and,  in  September  of  that  year,  was  appoint- 
ed Rajah.  In  1842  he  was  confirmed  as  Rajah  of  Sarawak  by  the 
Sultan  and  was  knighted  in  1863  when  Great  Britain  recognized 


io 


NUMISMA 


the  country’s  independence.  In  1888  Sarawak  became  a British 
protectorate  with  her  foreign  affairs  administered  in  London. 

In  1868  Sir  James  Brooke  died  and  was  succeeded  by  his  neph- 
ew, Sir  Charles  Anthony  Johnson  Brooke,  who  ruled  until  his  death 
in  1917.  In  the  latter  year  the  title  devolved  upon  Sir  Charles 
Vyner  De  Windt  Brooke,  son  of  the  second  Rajah,  who  continues 
as  ruler  to  the  present. 

Coins  were  struck  for  all  three  Rajahs,  but  information  is 
scattered  through  many  publications.  The  present  list  includes 
coins  mentioned  by  Atkins,  whose  numbers  are  shown;  the  writer 
believes  it  the  most  complete  yet  published,  but  varieties  may  exist 
that  have  escaped  his  notice.  Proofs  have  been  noted  as  far  as 
known.  The  pieces  struck  at  the  Heaton  Mint,  Birmingham,  are 
indicated  by  the  letter  H.  All  coins  have  plain  edge  except  silver 
coins  which  have  vertical  milling. 

JAMES  BROOKE.  1841-1868. 


Copper  Coins. 

1.  Copper  Kepeng.  This  piece  purports  to  commemorate  the 
accession  of  James  Brooke,  but  it  is  questionable  whether  it  was 
issued  then  or  subsequently.  It  also  occurs  silvered. 

O.  Badger  to  left,  J.  B.  SEPT.  24,  1841. 

R.  1 Satou  Kepeng  1247  in  Malay  script. 

O.  Head  of  Rajah  to  left.  J.  BROOKE  RAJAH. 

R.  In  two  lines  within  a laurel  wreath,  ONE  CENT;  SARA- 
WAK above,  1863  below.  Proofs  exist.  Al. 

O.  Like  No.  2.  A 2. 

R.  Similar  to  2,  but  HALF  CENT,  date  1863.  Proofs  exist, 
O.  Like  No.  2.  A3. 

R.  Similar  to  2,  but  1-4  CENT,  date  1863.  Proofs  exist. 
CHARLES  ANTHONY  JOHNSON  BROOKE.  1868-1917. 

Silver  Coins. 

O.  Head  of  Rajali  to  left,  C.  BROOKE  RAJAH  . SARAWAK. 
U.  Numeral  50  in  circle  of  rope,  tied  in  a knot  below,  H under 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 
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8. 

9. 

10. 
1 1. 
12. 


13. 


14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 


20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 


25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 


knot.  FIFTY  . 1900  . CENTS. 

Like  last,  but  date  1906. 

O.  Like  No.  5. 

R.  Similar  to  5,  but  numeral  20  and  value  TWENTY ; date 
1900.  Mint  mark,  H. 

Like  last,  but  date  1906. 

Like  last,  but  date  1910. 

Like  last,  but  date  1911. 

Like  last,  but  date  1913. 

Like  last,  but  date  1915. 

O.  Like  No.  5. 

R.  Similar  to  5,  but  numeral  10  and  value  TEN;  date  1900. 

Mint  mark,  H. 

Like  last,  but  date  1906. 

Like  last,  but  date  1910. 

Like  laSt,  but  date  1911. 

Like  last,  but  date  1913. 

Like  last,  but  date  1915. 

O.  Like  No.  5. 

R.  Similar  to  5,  but  numeral  5 and  value  FIVE ; date  1900. 

Mint  mark,  H. 

Like  last,  but  date  1907. 

Like  last,  but  date  1911. 

Like  last,  but  date  1913. 

Like  last,  but  date  1915. 


Bronzk  Coins. 

O.  Head  of  Rajah  to  left.  C.  BROOKE  RAJAH. 

R.  In  two  lines  within  a laurel  wreath,  ONE  CENT  : SARA- 
WAK above,  1870  below.  Proofs  exist.  A4. 

Like  last,  but  date  1879.  Proofs  exist.  A5. 

Like  last,  but  date  1880.  Proofs  exist.  A6. 

Like  last,  but  date  1882.  Proofs  exist.  A7. 

Like  last,  but  date  1884.  Proofs  exist.  A8. 
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29.  Like  last,  but  elate  1885. 

30.  Similar  to  last,  date  1885,  but  less  space  between  date  and  low- 

er part  of  wreath  at  right. 

31.  Like  No.  29,  but  date  188G. 

32.  Like  last,  but  date  1887. 

33.  Like  last,  but  date  1888. 

34.  Like  last,  but  date  1889. 

35.  Like  last,  but  date  1889.  Mint  mark.  H. 

36.  Like  last,  but  date  1890. 

37.  Like  last,  but  date  1890.  Mint  mark,  H. 

38.  Like  last,  but  date  1891. 

39.  Like  last,  but  date  1891.  Mint  mark,  H. 

40.  O.  Like  No.  24. 

R.  Similar  to  24,  HALF  CENT,  date  1870.  Proofs  exist.  A9. 

41.  Like  last,  but  date  1879. 

42.  Like  last,  but  date  1896.  Mint  mark,  H.  Proofs  ckist. 

43.  O.  Like  No.  24. 

R.  Similar  to  24,  1-4  CENT,  date  1870.  A 10. 

44.  Like  last,  but  date  1879. 

45.  Like  last,  but  date  1896.  Mint  mark,  H.  Proofs  exist. 

46.  O.  A central  hole,  below  which  are  crossed  two  draped  flags ; 

above  hole  a small  bust  of  the  Rajah  to  left,  dividing  (’. 
BROOKE  RAJAH. 

R.  ONE  above  and  CENT  below  the  central  hole,  enclosed  in 
laurel  wreath,  II  under  tie,  1892  beneath.  SARAWAK  a- 
bove  wreath.  This  coin  is  slightly  larger  than  the  earlier 
cents. 

47.  Like  last,  but  date  1893. 

48.  Like  last,  but  date  1894. 

46.  Like  last,  but  date  1896.  Proofs  exist. 

50.  Like  last,  but  date  1897. 

Nickel  Coins. 

51.  Like  No.  47,  date  1893.  The  writer  has  seen  no  explanation  of 
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this  coin  (a  specimen  is  in  the  cabinet  of  a Pittsburgh  collector). 
It  is  possibly  a trial  piece. 

CHARLES  VYNER  DE  WINDT  BROOKE.  1917- 

Silver  Coins. 

52.  O.  Head  of  Rajah  to  right,  C.  V.  BROOKE  RAJAH  . SARA- 

WAK . 

R.  Numeral  50  in  circle  of  rope,  tied  in  a knot  below,  IJ  under 
knot.  FIFTY  . 1927  . CENTS. 

53.  0.  Like  No.  52. 

R.  Similar  to  52,  but  numeral  20  and  value  TWENTY ; date 
1920.  Mint  mark,  H. 

54.  Like  last,  but  date  1927. 

55.  O.  Like  No.  52. 

R.  Similar  to  52,  but  numeral  10  and  value  TEN ; date  1920. 
Mint  mark,  H. 

56.  O.  Like  No.  52. 

R.  Similar  to  52,  but  numeral  5 and  value  FIVE;  date  1920. 
Mint  mark,  H. 

Nickel  Coins. 

57.  O.  Head  of  Rajah  to  right,  C.  V.  BROOKE  RAJAH  . SARA- 

WAK . 

R.  In  two  lines  in  a laurel  wreath  10  CENTS ; H under  tie  of 
wreath,  1920  below. 

58.  Like  last,  but  date  1921. 

59.  Like  last,  but  date  1927. 

60.  Like  last,  but  date  1934. 

61.  O.  Like  No.  57. 

R.  Similar  to  57,  but  5 CENTS;  date  1920.  Mint  mark,  H. 

62.  Like  last,  but  date  1921. 

63.  Like  last,  but  date  1927. 

64.  O.  Like  No.  57. 

R.  Similar  to  57,  but  1 CENT;  date  1920.  Mint  mark,  H. 
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65.  Like  last,  but  date  1921. 

Bronze  Coins. 

66.  O.  Head  of  Rajah  to  right,  C.  V.  BROOKE  RAJAH. 

R.  In  two  lines  in  a laurel  wreath  ONE  CENT;  SARAWAK 
above,  1927  below.  Mint  mark,  H.  This  coin  is  slightly 
smaller  than  previous  cents. 

67.  Like  last,  but  date  1929. 

68.  Like  last,  but  date  1930. 

69.  Like  last,  but  date  1937. 

70.  O.  Like  No.  66. 

R.  Similar  to  66,  but  HALF  CENT,  date  1933.  Mint  mark, 
H.  This  coin  is  smaller  than  previous  half-cents. 

— William  W.  Woodside. 

July,  1939. 

The  badger  on  No.  1 is  the  crest  of  the  Brooke  family.  In  Nu- 
mis.  Chron.,  3rd  Ser.,  XV,  1895,  H.  Leslie  Ellis  includes  this  piece 
in  the  Malayan  series  and  states  “This  token  was  probably  an  at- 
tempt to  continue  the  ‘speculators’  ’ kepings,  * * The  two  dates  on 
it  do  not  agree,  but  the  natives,  in  all  probabiltiy,  were  none  wiser. 
The  present  Rajah  informs  me  that  he  knows  nothing  of  this 
token.”  [Ed.] 


The  Confederate  Cent. 


One  of  the  least-known  series  in  American  numismatics  is  that 
of  coins  bearing  the  name  and  insignia  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America.  Of  these  there  are  four  types,  the  half-dollar  of  1861 
and  its  restrikes,  a silver  “dime”  and  “half-dime”,  (which  bear  no 
indication  of  value  and  are  probably  medalets),  and  a copper-nickel 
cent  of  1861.  All  of  these  rare  pieces  were  included  in  the  John 
Story  Jenks  Collection  and  are  described  in  the  sale  catalogue  of 
that  collection  (Henry  Chapman,  1921),  Lots  6470-6473. 

In  the  writer’s  possession  is  an  old  newspaper  clipping,  (cer- 
tainly no  older  than  1890),  in  which  is  given  the  story  of  the  Con- 
federate cent,  reprinted  from  the  Philadelphia  “Herald”.  While 
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recognizing  the  general  inaccuracy  of  newspapers  in  matters  of 
numismatics,  the  writer  feels  that  in  this  instance  there  is  the 
ring  of  truth,  ami  that  to  modern  collectors  this  old  account  gives 
a believable  background  of  an  American  rarity. 

The  clipping  states  that  in  1861  a Philadelphia  engraver  named 
Lovett  was  commissioned  by  Confederate  authorities  to  prepare 
obverse  and  reverse  dies  for  a copper  cent.  Having  done  so,  Lov- 
ett became  alarmed  at  his  inability  to  deliver  the  dies,  and  according- 
ly concealed  them,  after  having  struck  twelve  coins  in  copper-nickel. 
The  existence  of  the  dies  and  coins  remained  the  engraver’s  secret 
until  1873,  when  Lovett,  who  carried  one  of  the  coins  as  a pocket- 
piece  inadvertently  passed  it  in  change.  The  cent  came  to  the 
hands  of  John  W.  Haseltine,  a prominent  dealer,  who  recognized 
Lovett’s  work,  and  with  J.  Calvin  Randall,  a Philadelphia  collector, 
negotiated  the  purchase  of  the  dies  and  the  remaining  coins  from 
Lovett.  Haseltine  and  Randall  then  proceeded  to  produce  restrikes, 
after  which  the  dies  were  defaced  and  both  “originals”  and  re- 
strikes  offered  for  sale.  The  number  of  restrikes  and  their  original 
‘■‘ales  prices  are  given  as  follows  :-  gold,  7 (30.00) ; silver,  12  (15.00) 
copper.  55  (4.00) ; copper-nickel  “originals”  (20.00).  The  article 
gives  a description  of  a specimen  in  the  U.  S.  Mint  Cabinet  which 
coincides  with  that  given  hereafter. 

The  Jenks  catalogue  gives  the  description  as  follows  :- 
Cent  1881.  CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
1881.  Liberty  wearing  cap  to  1.  by  Geo.  H.  Lovett.  R.  1 CENT 
in  wreath  of  cotton,  sugarcane,  tobacco;  cotton  bale  at  bot- 
tom on  which  is  the  engraver’s  initial  L.  Edge  plain.  Nickel- 
copper.  Original,  only  about  four  known — all  restrikes  were 
made  in  other  metals. 

Plms  die  old  clipping  seems  to  be  corroborated  bv  Henry  Chapman, 
whose  years  of  experience  in  numismatics  had  given  him  a great 
f ind  of  knowledge. 

On  the  strength  of  the  foregoing,  none  of  these  cents,  includ- 
ing the  - originals”,  can  properly  be  called  Confederate  coins,  since 
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they  were  struck  neither  in  the  south  nor  under  Confederate  au- 
thority. They  were,  however,  made  from  the  < niv  complete  set 
of  Confederate  dies,  since  the  half-dollar  was  made  with  the  nor- 
mal United  States  obverse  of  18(11  as  furnished  the  New  Orleans 
mint. 

— William  W.  Woodside. 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the  British  Empire. 

ADDENDUM. 


The  article  in  the  previous  number  of  Nijmisma  was  written  in 
February,  1937 ; its  publication  was  coincident  with  the  issue  of 
another  Canadian  coin  in  the  series.  The  piece  predicted  for 
New  Zealand  has  already  been  prepared,  dated  1940. 

Canada. 

!0.  Silver  dollar  dated  1939,  (first  issued  in  May),  in  honor  of  tin 
visit  to  Canada  of  King  George  YT  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  being 
the  first  occasion  on  which  a reigning  sovereign  visited  the  Do- 
minion. The  obverse  by  Henry  Paget,  is  that  designed  for  the 
coinage  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Dominions;  the  reverse  is  ap- 
parently also  by  Paget,  no  initials  appearing.  The  dies  were  pre- 
pared in  London  and  the  coins  were  struck  in  Ottaw  a. 

O.  Bare  head  of  king,  left,  HP  below  truncation.  GEORG  ILLS 
VI  I):  G:  HEX  ET  INI):  IMP: 

K.  The  parliament  buildings  at  Ottawa,  FIDE  SVORVM  REG- 
NAT, above.  Below,  in  three  lines,  CANADA  1939 
1 DOLLAR. 

New’  Zealand. 

11.  Silver  half-crown  dated  1940,  celebrating  the  centennial  of 
New  Zealand  as  a British  possession. 


O.  As  No.  10. 

R.  A Maori  woman  facing,  with  arms  outspread,  standing  on 
a scroll  bearing  the  dates  1840  and  1940,  separated  by  an  or- 
nament. Behind  her  head  is  a radiate  sun,  while  in  the 
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background,  at  her  right  hand  appear  a native  hut  and  look* 
out  platform,  at  her  ieft  a modern  building.  NEW  ZEA* 
LAND  CENTENNIAL:  HALF  CROWN 

—W.  w.  w. 

October,  1939. 


Two  Centavos  of  Araucania  and  Patagonia. 


One  of  the  difficult  problems  of  numismatic  classification  is 
the  correct  attribution  of  coins  purporting  to  have  been  issued  by 
a country  which  was  never  autonomous  or  by  a ruler  who  never 
reigned.  In  some  cases,  of  course,  such  pieces  were  struck  as 
speculations;  but  in  other  cases  they  had  an  interesting,  if  obscure, 
origin. 

In  the  latter  catagory  is  the  bronze  2-centavo  piece  of  Araucan- 
ia and  Patagonia,  which  occurs  rather  commonly  in  proof  or  semi- 
proof condition,  'r,'e  coin  may  be  described  as  follows: 

O.  A crowned  square  shield,  each  quarter  containing  a human 
figure,  as  Justice,  etc.,  the  whole  enclosed  in  a circle  of  2T 
stars.  ORELIE-ANTOINE  Ir  ROI  D’ARAUCANIE  ET  DE 
FATA  GOME. 

R DOS  CENTAVOS  1874  in  two  lines  within  a half-wreath, 
with  a semi-circle  of  stars  and  NOUVELLE  FRANCE  above. 
The  districts  known  as  Araucania  and  Patagonia  lie  at  the 
extremity  of  South  America  above  the  Strait  of  Magellan  and  since 
the  expulsion  of  the  Spanish  have  been  under  the  rule  of  Chile 
and  Argentina.  The  territory  is  a bleak  table-land  which  has  offer- 
ed little  inducement  to  foreign  colonization  or  conquest.  These 
facts,  and  the  absence  in  general  histories  of  any  data  on  the  ruler 
named,  have  left  the  Patagonian  coins  a mystery  to  most  collectors. 

The  following  explanation  was  given  some  years  ago  by  the 
late  Howland  Wood.  A French  adventurer  named  Antoine  de 
Tounens,  living  in  Chile,  in  1861  conceived  the  idea  of  making 
parts  of  Araucania  and  Patagonia  into  a kingdom  with  himself  be 
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ruler.  He  assumed  the  title  of  Orelie-Antoine  I,  but  before  his 
plans  could  be  further  advanced,  iie  was  captured  by  Chilean  troops 
and  deported  to  France. 

During  the  next  .several  years  de  Tounens  endeavored  to  secure 
support  for  his  “throne”,  and  engaged  in  elaborate  prepara- 
tions for  setting  up  his  kingdom,  among  them  the  institution  of 
various  orders  and  decorations,  and  the  striking  of  the  coin  de- 
scribed above.  In  1874  he  again  set  out  for  Patagonia,  but  was 
shortly  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities  and  his  phantom  reign  at  an 
end.  The  coins  never  circulated,  and  those  which  escaped  confis- 
cation were  later  sold  in  France  to  collectors. 


We  are  indebted  to  William  S.  Dewey  for  the  information 
that  the  name  chosen  for  this  pamphlet  was  used  s one  lifty  years 
ago  for  a numismatic  journal  of  that  day.  The  editor  of  this  pre- 
vious publication  was  Ed.  Frossard.  It  was  a bi-monthly  issued 
from  1877  to  1884. 


It  is  a matter  of  regret  to  the  publisher  that  the  available  sup- 
ply of  issue  No.  1.  became  exhausted  and  that  all  the  requests  from 
interested  persons  could  not  be  taken  care  of. 


The  paper  dealing  with  the  bank  tokens  of  England  and  Ire- 
land was  read  before  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Numismatic 
Society. 


NUMISMA,  an  occasional  numismatic  pamphlet,  is  privately 
printed  and  circulated  by  Sidney  K.  Eastwood,  Pittsburgh,  Pa, 


